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Multiple choice Reasoning 
Grades 4-12


Center(s)
Reading, Speaking & Listening


Skills
Students practice reading, reasoning, 
citing evidence, conversation, and 
persuasion, while reviewing content. 


Center Prep


• Multiple-choice questions written on 
individual index cards or slips of paper


• Answer key (optional)
• Timer (optional)
• Written center instructions


Mini-Lesson


Model this activity and do some practice 
rounds as part of whole group instruction. 
Demonstrate how to cite evidence (show 
the source for evidence by mentioning 
the page or chapter number) and how 
to explain reasoning by describing your 
thought process step by step.


Overview and Tips for Classroom 
Implementation


This activity is a good way to repurpose 
multiple choice worksheets and quizzes. 
Students take turns reading multiple-
choice, content-review questions 


aloud. The group has to discuss why 
they believe each answer is correct or 
incorrect. 


Tip: Students tend to want to say the 
correct answer as evidence that an 
answer is incorrect. Emphasize that 
saying the correct answer is NOT the 
same as explaining why an answer is 
incorrect. Students need to explain their 
reasoning. For example, if the question 
is, “What US city sits at a latitude of 
about 30 degrees north and a longitude 
of about 90 degrees west?” and the 
students are asked to consider Los 
Angeles, CA, they can’t just say, “New 
Orleans would be the right answer!” 
Instead, they need to explain their 
reasoning by saying something like, “I 
remember that here in Oklahoma City 
we’re about 35, -97. So the correct city 
would have to be south and east of us. 
Los Angeles is west of us, so this can’t 
be right.”


Tip: Give students an idea of how long 
each question should take. Encourage 
them to move forward, allowing no more 
than a minute or two for each explanation.
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Multiple Choice Reasoning 
Grades 4-12


Sample Center Instructions 


Provide written instructions at the center. Your instructions may look something like this 
sample. Feel free to adapt this to suit your classroom’s needs. 


1. Take turns being the reader.


2. The reader has to take a card and read the question aloud. Then they read 
each possible answer one at a time.


3. The rest of the team has to decide if each answer is correct or not. Take turns 
explaining your reasoning and citing your evidence. 


4. You have 5 multiple choice questions to cover in 10 minutes! Pace yourselves 
and don’t waste time.


5. Spend the last 2 minutes of looking at the answer key. How did your team 
do? Did you get most of them right? 


6. Think about the difference between good reasoning and sloppy reasoning. If 
you know some facts or information, does that makes it easier to “guess” the 
correct answer? We’ll discuss this as a class after we’re done with centers 
today. 


ENGAGING  
LEARNERS







__MACOSX/._EL-Multiple Choice Reasoning.pdf

